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BANGLADESH 





BRIEFS 


CHOLERA EPIDEMIC IN NOAKHALI--Dacca, 28 Jun--At least 200 people have died 
from cholera and 2,000 affected by the disease during the past month in 
the town of Noakhali, about 100 miles south of Dacca, a member of Parlia- 
ment said Wednesday. He said the disease was spreading due to lack of 
treatment. But Deputy Premier Moudud Ahmed said a Government medical team 
has been sent to Noakhali check the spread of the disease. [Text] 
[Rangoon THE WORKING PEOPLE'S DAILY in English 5 Jul 79 p 2] 
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BRAZIL 


RESULTS OF GOVERNMENT DISEASE CONTROL MEASURES SURVEYED 
Sao ?aulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 21 Jun 79 p 22 


[Text] Brasilia--The drop in the incidence of malaria in Brazil, from 300 

to 2.6 cases per thousand inhabitants between 1940 and 1978, intensive health 
vigilance planned until the end of the decade in 30 percent of the area 
affected by Chagas’ disease and the extension of the work to 60 percent of 
this area by 1985, and a single outbreak of yellow fever between December 1972 
and March 1974--the last reported--these items were included in the report 
presented yesterday to a plenary session of the chamber of deputies by 
Minister of Health Castro Lima. His report was in response to a summons by 
deputy Herbert Levy asking for information on the incidence of rural endemic 
diseases and the ministry's work in controlling them. 


The questionnaire sent to Castro Lima was returned in advance to the deputy 
from Sao Paulo, with the answers provided by the superintendent of the SUCAM 
| Superintendency for Public Health Campaigns], Joaquim de Castro Filho, who 
accompanied the minister to the chamber of deputies to clarify any doubts in 
the course of the brief questioning period which lasted only 10 minutes. 


The document was considerably abtreviated tecause of the limited time 
allocated for the reading of it--20 minutes, and as a result the ministry 
did not release the full text to the press. 


In the summary concerning the major rural endemic diseases in the country, 
Castro Lima stated that to date 1,516,000 persons have been treated for 
schistosomiasis with oxaminiquine, a drug used against this disease, covering 
an area of 164 municipalities and 18,490 localities. He said that in Rio 
Grande do Norte, where the disease has the highest indices, there was a 
dramatic positive improvement after treatment: the rate dropped from 34.5 
percent to 3.4 percent. 


Without specifying which the areas in which Chagas’ disease is endemic are, 
Castro Lima explained to deputy Herbert Levy that the program for combatting 
the disease involves its identification and the surveying of all homes 




















located in such areas, with 4,500,000 premises, accounting for 75 percent of 
the area affected by Chagas’ disease in the country, having been covered 

in the period between 1975 and 1978. He said that in the same period 1,078,000 
homes, representing 80 percent of those in the localities where positive 
evidence of the disease was found, were sprayed with BHC. 


There were 13 fatal cases of yellow fever reported between 1972 and 1974, in 
Mato Grosso, Roraima, Para and Goias, and 12,420,456 persons were vaccinated 
against the disease between 1974 and 1978. The minister explained that the 
cases occurred mainly among the migrant population working for public or 
private enterprises clearing land. 


Afte giving assurance that almost all of the endemic diseases in the nation 
are under control, the minister added that there are still some centers of 
clephantiasis in Para and Pernambuco; trachoma is sharply on the decline; the 
number of tuberculosis cases increased from 46,000 in 1973 to 56,000 last 
year; and leprosy, in the last 10 years, has had an incidence of 1.3 percent 
per 1,000 inhabitants. 
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BRAZIL 


BRASILIA HEALTH OFFICIAL DENIES OUTBREAK OF HEPATITIS 
Brasilia CORREIO BRAZILIENSE in Portuguese 12 Jun 79 p 13 


[Text | Although two cases of hepatitis were reported to the secretariat of 
health in May and the beginning of June, showing a slight increase in 
comparison to earlier months, there is as yet no reason to speak of an 
epidemic outbreak of the disease justifying public alarm. This comment was 
made yesterday by Secretary of Health Jofran Frejat, who nonetheless advised 
residents of Brasilia and surrounding cities to take precautionary measures 
to avoid communication of the ailment on a larger scale which could then 
lead to an epidemic. 


According to the secretary, it is natural to have more cases of hepatitis at 
this time of the year, since the climate itself--very dry and cold--is 
tavorable to contagion. The health secretariat figures, moreover, indicate 
29 cases of patients isolated with this disease, while there were five cases 
in June (up to the 4th) requiring hospitalization. 


liowever, the actual figure could be higher than that reported by the 
secretariat, the head of the medical clinic at the base hospital, Alvimar 
Guerra, said, because the diagnosing physicians often fail to report cases 
so that the health secretariat can have a true picture of the situation. 


According to the reports from the head of the medical clinic at the hospital, 
there has in fact been there a “slight increase in hepatitis cases, but no 
cause for alarm." In May, six patients were hospitalized, and this month 
only one, taking up the majority of the isolation beds (there are 8 in all). 
He explained that the patients are diagnosed at the first aid stations and, 
after a selection is made, the neediest--those whose homes do not provide 
suitable conditions for treatment--are immediately taken to the isolation 
ward. The others are isolated at home, under medical care. “As we have few 
beds, there are not enough for all the patients who come here," he said. 


Dr Alvimar Guerra commented on one point he regards as interesting: Among 
the infectious diseases, hepatitis has occurred more frequently even than 
mningitis in Brasilia. But he reassured the population with the statement 
that the hepatitis reported currently in the federal district is a benign 

















form, aad the patient normally recovers in a period of four to eight weeks. 
"I> becomes serious in only 10 percent of the cases," he added. 


~ She majority of the hepatitis cases occur in this season, we observe from 
the figures available to us. The weather is dryer, it is colder, people are 
in closer contact in closed premises and it is difficult for us **» check 

on the carriers,” Secretary of Health Jofran Frejat explained, a(é°:4 that in 
general communicable diseases show an increase in the cold season. MNoreover, 
a longer time period will be required to put an end to the increase in these 
diseases in the federal district. “Only when the cities are equipped with a 
suitable infrastructure, such as sewage networks, total urban development, 
will we be able to achieve more efficient control. 


The incidence of hepatitis is not limited to the underdeveloped countries, 
the secretary said, for its occurrence in European countries, and even 
England, has been reported. But, he added, “Naturally the lower the level 
of a country's development, lacking basic sanitation and health programs 
serving the entire population, the greater the incidence of hepatitis.” 


On this subject, the head of the medical clinic at the Brasilian Base 
Hospital said that there is no epidemic outbreak, but the population should 
be warned. “I believe that all parents, at least those in the pilot plar, 
are in a position to isolate a child with hepatitis in a separate room of 
the house, and in case of doubt it is necessary to take the patient to the 
hospital so that a diagnosis can be made." 


The symptoms are muscular pain, loss of apetite, malaise, fever, change in 
urine and fecal color, yellowish eyes, jaundice, etc. In smokers there is a 
total aversion to tobacco. In patients suffering from type "A" hepatitis, 
the symptoms begin to appear 15 to 40 days after contact with a carrier, 
while the symptoms of type "B" hepatitis do not appear until six months 
after contact. 


He commented that another disease “which is more serious than hepatitis and 

has similar symptoms" was reported at the hospital at the beginning of the 

year. ‘These were two cases of leptospirosis, in which the forms and * 
symptoms are like hepatitis but cause very serious infectiun.” It is trans- 

mitted by rats. Alvimar noted that in the fed ral district, mainly along 

the banks of Pat anoa Lake, there are incredible numbers of these animals. 

"There are 7 million rats in the federal district,” he said, such that there 

are seven rats for each resident. 


Concerned about the rodents which transmit leptospirosis, the health secretary 
said that the work of rodent eradication rever stops. He believes that the 
community bears a part of the blame, because willingness to cooperate is not 
always demonstrated. "The problem is not only ours, but the community's 
as well. When the people refuse io stop dumping garbage in public thorough- 
fares, fail to use the containers and plastic sacks for refuse, or leave 

food scraps where they are available to rats, the work of the public health 
authorities is not advanced." Jofran said that an antirabies campaign in 
which "we will go from house to house" is scheduled to begin on the 20th of 
the month. 








Again in connection with the hepatitis cases, the head of the medical clinic, 
Alvimar Guerra, said he believed that the figures do not represent the reality, 
since the secretariat was only informed of two cases through the compulsory 
reports filled out by doctors. “Some of our colleagues faii to make these 
reports after diagnosing the disease, or believe they should not waste time 

on paperwork when they should be caring for their patients." 


According to this official, this is the reason that full confidence cannot 
be placed in the official figures. “It is a requirement of law but the 
doctors do not always report cases and the failing should not be blamed on 
the secretariat of health," he said, adding that generally the diagnusis is 
made at the emergency room of the hospital, where each doctor has many 
patients to see and in the end the reports are neglected. 


In the view of Secretary Jofran Frejat, the lack of reports establishing the 
real public health picture “belongs in the past, when the structure was not 
adequate."' Today, he went on to say, “we are concerned with making an 
epidemiological assessment, in addition to identifying the target areas for 
epidemic control.” To facilitate this task, the secretary said, "We have 
simplified the compulsory reports as much as possible. In the past we 
obtained reports but the doctors did not feel supported, since they got no 
feedback, and they .ost interest. Now we send the information they have 
gathered for the area to the medical clinics of the hospitals, such that 
they know that they are doing real and very important work. We find when 
the doctors have encouragement, they report much more frequently." 


As co the limited number of beds at the hospital mentioned by Dr Alvimar 
Guerra, the health secretary also had something to say. “There are few beds 
throughout the Brasilia region, including the geoeconomic area including 

such cities as Unai, Alexania, etc. The patient comes to Brasilia to obtain 
better treatment, and the result of this is that we have a shortage of beds-- 
less than 2,000 in all the hospitals together--but we need time, for we began 
only a short time ago and the impression is that we began at zero. We will 
get the job done, but we do need time, is that not so?" 





In the secretary's view, despite the financial difficulties, the secretariat 
has done good work in preventing the spread of hepatitis too. "We have taken 
the step of replacing glass syringes with disposable plastic ones, to prevent 
the spread of the disease by this means. As is known, hepatitis can be trans- 
mitted by means of injections and blood transfusions and our purpose is to 
control this, preventing carriers who have no symptoms of the disease from 
giving blood." 
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BRAZIL 


BRUCELLOSIS SPREADS FROM CATTLE TO PARANA CITIES 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 12 Jun 79 p 22 


[Text] Londri --Brucellosis, from which 20 percent of the cattle herd in 
Xambre, in the . rthwestern part of Parana, suffers, has already infected 
“dozens of persons" and threatens the population of more than 750,000, 
officials of the Parana Agricultural Secretariat working in Xambre and 
Umuarama reported yesterday. The illness is caused by the consumption of 
meat purchased from clandestine slaughtering es.ablishments which do not 
observe health requirements, and unpasteurized milk, and its effects range 
from sterility in men to miscarriage. The shortage of vaccine for the 
cattle and the lack of preventive measures on the part of the health 
authoritites are still further increasing the atmosphere of uncertainty 
among the inhabitants of the region. 


The problem has existed in Xambre for some months, but it was not until 

last weekend that the press learned of it, through reports from veterinarian 
Robinson Curty, of the Rural Technical Aid and Extension Enterprise (EMATER), 
a body under the jurisdiction of the Parana Agricultural Secretariat. 


In Umuarama as well, brucellosis has already attacked 0.8 percent or the 
cattle herd, which totals 1.2 million head, accounting for 22 percent of 

the herd in this state. According to the head of the regional center of the 
agricultural secretariat in Umuarama, agronomist Pedro Jamur, the population 
of the region, totaling 750,000, is exposed to the disease, because almost 
all of the meat consumed in the area has not had any health inspection and 
30 percent of the milk is consumed untreated. 


Veterinarian Robinson Curty said yesterday that he knows of dozens of cases 
of men suffering from brucellosis and a number of women who have had mis- 
carriages because of the disease. "The majority do not want to take blood 
tests to establish the presence of the disease because of the social stigma. 
Men who have brucellosis become sterile and sexually impotent, although the 
main problem is the effect on the kidneys and spleen, which can kill the 
patient if penicillin-based medicine is not taken," he said. 











He stated that 20 percent of the cattle in Xambre has been contaminated with 
brucellosis and there are ranches on which a quarter of the herd is affected. 
"Just today I visited a farm where 11 of the 85 head of cattle had brucellosis. 
In the last month alone, this farmer has lost nine animals when cows mis- 
carried.” The veterinarian also said that the herd totaled 37,000 head last 
year, but is now reduced to 34,000. "We are requiring that the sick animals 
be sent to slaughter houses where there are federal inspectors, and where 

the refrigeration system kills the bacteria," he added. 


Brucellosis is a disease of swine and cattle caused by a microorganism known 
as Brucella, which can attack human beings who have handled contaminated 
cattle or who have ingested meat and unpasteurized milk. The microorganism 
can multiply in butter for up to four months, and in meat and milk up to two 
weeks. Brucellosis can cause arthritis and myocardia in human beings, and 
is initially manifested by intermittent high fever, vomiting and headache. 


Denials 

The statements by veterinarian Robinson Curty were denied by the owners of 
the Sao Luis Hospital, the only one in Xambre, where the doctors are ranch 
owners, although officials admitted to newsmen that “more than five cases a 
month" are being treated. Dr Jose Mangueira Ramalho said he believes that 
the veterinarian “likes to make headlines," but admitted that he knew of a 
case of human brucellosis in the municipality. "I only know of one. The 
illness is transmitted mainly by contact between the producer and the animal. 
We prescribe treatment with streptomycin, terramycin and tetracycline," he 
said. 


In his view, the incidence of hoof-and-mouth disease in human beings--also a 
cattle ailment--is greater than that of brucellosis in this municipality. 


"We have treated 18 cases in recent months. The patients have lesions in 
the mouth, fever and excessive secretion of saliva." 


Tsuneo Sato, chief public health physician in the municinality and owner of 
the hospital, said that "The rumors which are circulating might even be true, 
but they have not come to our knowledge officially. We have no obligation 

to look into the situation: the patients must come to us." 


The prefect of Xambre, Jose Carlos Gozalam, owns 400 head of cattle, of 
which 43 are suffering from brucellosis, but he said that the problem is not 
as the veterinarian reported. "I myself had a child a few days ago," he 
commented. 


However, the head of the regional center of the agricultural secretariat in 
Umuarama confirmed the veterinarian's reports and has already informed the 








secretary of agriculture for Parana, Reinhold Stephanis, of "the gravity of 
the situation in Xambre" by telephone. 


Despite the denials, meat consumption has dropped 70 percent in 

Xambre in the past two weeks, according to reports from the three butcher 
shops in the city. Similarly, there are no longer buyers for the 500 liters 
of “unprocessed” milk the producers had been selling daily in the streets of 
the city. 
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GUIDELINES ISSUED IN TREATMENT OF DENGUE HEMORRHAGIC FEVER VICTIMS 
Rangoon THE WORKING PEOPLE'S DAILY in English 5 Jul 79 p 2 
[Editorial: "Down With DH"] 


[Text] The Health Deparrment has been pressing on with a specific cam- 
paign against dengue haemorrhagic fever. A couple of days ago, the Ran- 
goon Division Health Department issued guidelines to apprise doctors on 
what should be done in the case of suspect DH fever victims. The instruc- 
tions are largely technical and are of little relevance to the general 


public. 


But what is relevant to the public--and which should be considered to be 
extremely important—is that DH fever may in fact be fatal if untreated or 
if mistreated. What is even more appalling is that those who are most 
susceptible to the disease are children ten years of age and younger. 


It is also important that the public be made aware of a few other pecu- 
liarities which sets this disease apart from others. The public may know 
that certain diseases are transmitted by msquitoes. What the public may 
not be aware is that this particular kind of mosquito which carries 
dengue haemorrhagic fever virus usually bites only during the day. 


Another peculiar characteristic is that contrary to popular concept. of the 
dirty origins of disease, the larvae of the Aedes Aegypti mosquito--the 
chingya or chin-pon as it is also popularly known--prefers good clean 
water for breeding. In fact it is known to thrive best in rain water, 
which is literally distilled water. 


The fact that this mosquito bites mostly during the day--some experts 
even maintain that its best biting period is between 10 am and 1:00 in 
the afternoon--presents a particularly dangerous situation for school 
children. Dark corners of classes provide ideal sanctuary for the mos- 
quito and the congestion of students present conditions in which trans- 
mission from one victim to another can be rapid enough to assume epidemic 
proportions. 


10 

















Hence, much as mass effort is required on the part of the working people 
to get rid of breeding places as instructed by the Health Department it 
is no less important that all schools be given specific directions on 
getting rid of breeding places as well as on simple and effective means 
of getting rid of mosquitoes which may have managed to find sanctuary in 
the classrooms. Airing and dusting the classrooms a number of times each 
day during intervissions is a simple method which can be done even by 
the students themselves without disrupting class schedules. 


Past experience has shown that mass effort can do much to bring down 
disease incidence as may be seen from the fact that the 600 cases with 
16 fatalities in Rangoon division during the first five months of 1977 
was cut down to 160 cases with only one fatality for the same period in 
1978. 


The Health Department has sounded the call. And the cry of “Down with DH" 
should be accompanied by well-coordinated mass action and individual ini- 
tiatives to be rid of what is essentially an easily-preventable disease. 
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BURMA 


BRIEFS 


HEMORRHAGIC FEVER CASES--Dengue hemorrhagic fever, which spread into 

Burma in 1970, is om the rise this year in spite of the gradual decline 
in previous years. Medical specialists healed by the superintendent of 
the Rangoon Children's Hospital and nurses are working round the clock 

at the dengue hemorrhagic fever unit to treat patients. Authorities con- 
cerned have warned that if prompt treatment is not provided, the fever, 
which usually occurs among children, is fatal. [Excerpt] [Rangoon Domes- 
tic Service in Burmese 1330 GMT 27 Jun 79 BK) 


CSO: 5400 


12 











INDIA 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA, HEAT DEATHS--New Delhi, 6 Jul (AFP)--More than 100 people have 
died either due to heat wave or from cholera during the last fortnight 

in the desert districts of Ganganagar, Shuru, Jaisalmer, Barmer and 
Bikaner in Rajasthan, in north India, PTI [Press Trust of India] News 
Agency reported today. PTI said, quoting Edarnath Sharma, who resigned 
recently from the state cabinet, that if within the next few days there 
was no rainfall the situation in these areas would be serious. People 

in these places faced severe hardships due to shortage of drinking water. 
At a number of places cholera has broken out in an epidemic form, the 
reports added. [Text] [Hong Kong AFP in English 1005 GMT 6 Jul 79 BK] 


GASTRO-ENTERITIS EPIDEMIC--New Delhi, 24 Jun--Forty people have died in 

a spreading gastro-enteritis epidemic in Fateehpur District in Uttar 
Pradesh State neighbouring Delhi in the past several days, it was re- 
ported today. The disease has hit about 300 villages so far. In some 

of them as much as 75 percent of their inhabitants has been affected, 

the reports said. [Text] [Rangoon THE WORKING PEOPLE'S DAILY in English 
26 Jun 79 p 3) 
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CHOLERA DEATHS--Jakarta, 16 Jun (AFP)--Eight children have died of cholera 
near Bogor, some 45 miles (about 70 kms) south of here, a Health Service 
Department spokesman said here today. The deaths, which occurred in the 
past 15 days, have caused concern among local officials due to the quick 
spread of the disease in the relatively short period. Mass inoculation 
was underway to prevent the disease from spreading to other areas. 

[Text] [Hong Kong AFP in English 1044 GMT 16 Jun 79 BK] 














LEBANON 


POLIO HALTED; CASES OF JAUNDICE REPORTED 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 28 Jun 79 p 5 


[Excerpts] Dr Muhammad Muhanna, Director of Health in the Ministry of 
Health, stated that the outbreak of poliomyelitis in Lebanon has been 
contained, that there have been no new cases during the past fortnight, 
and that 300,000 children had been inoculated. Im regard to the appear- 
ance of jaundice [infectious hepatitus] in Qurnayil in the Upper Matn, 

Dr Muhanna stated that officials would be contacted to guarantee that che 
water in Qurnayil is safe to drink. 


CSO: 5400 


15 











MALAYSIA 


BRIEFS 


DISEASE AMONG BOAT REFUGEES--Kuala Lumpur, 27 Jun--The Health Ministry 
is taking various precautionary measures to prevent any outbreak of 
bubonic plague in the country. The director of health services, Dr Abdul 
Talib Bin Latiff, said although there was no evidence of bubonic plague 
brought by the Vietnamese illegal immigrants, such measures were being 
taken because plague is endemic in Vietnam. Dr Abdul Talib said those 
Vietnamese in Pulau Tengah, who were originally suspected of suffering 
from bubonic plague, were actually suffering from scrub typhus and 
leptospirosis. They had been treated. [Excerpt] [Kuala Lumpur NEW 
STRAITS TIMES in English 28 Jun 79 p 15 BK] 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


Salisbury THE HERALD in English 26 Jun 79 p 3 


[Text] 
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BRIEFS 


INDIANS CONTRACT MALARIA, TB--Ciudad Bolivar, 8 Jun--Some 300 natives of the 
Panare race, who live in the area of Perro de Agua, south of Caicara del 
Orinoco, are suffering from malaria and tuberculosis according to an 
announcement made here by Msgr Crisanto Mata Cova, archbishop of Ciudad 
Bolivar, one of the persons who have provided the greatest protection to 

the destitute indigenous inhabitants. The state government and the Regional 
Health Commissioner's Office, headed by Dr Oswaldo Gody, the coordinator, 
today dispatched a team of doctors and nurses to take care of the indigenous 
population afflicted with tuberculosis and malaria in that remote jungle area 
of Bolivar State. The regional authorities are currently paying more 
attention to the natives, and teams sent from this city continually visit 
their communities. [Text/ {Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 9 Jun 79 p 26/ 
8414 


cso: 5400 
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BRAZIL 


EFFICACY OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE TREATMENT DISCUSSED 
Brasilia CORREIO BRAZILIENSE in Portuguese 17 Jun 79 p 6 
[Article by Sergio Angeli: "They Want to Wipe Out Foot-and-Mouth Disease") 


[Text | Although the technicians at the Ministry of Agriculture regard the 
offer of the US government to eliminate foot-and-mouth disease in Brazil as 
acceptable, they claim that the method to be used will be loudly protested 
by the livestock breeders. 


The offer to eliminate the disease was made to Minister Delfim Netto this 

week by the US Assistant Secretary of State for Agriculture, Edward Schuh, who 
said that Brazil is in a position to supply the world with beef "but nut so 
long as this disease exists here, because the other countries are afraid of 
buying a contaminated product." 


The Method 


The reason for the uproar caused by Assistant Secretary Schuh is that the method 
which has been used in his country and, for the past 15 years, in Mexico, is 

in the traditional style of the Far West, with the health workers, instead 

of using vaccination syringes, roam the ranches with rifles at the ready, 
killing indiscriminately whenever they find a focus of foot-and-mouth disease, 
slaughtering not only all of the bulls, cows and calves in the region, but 

the swine and other animals which can serve as vectors in the spread of the 
disease as well. 


The Ministry of Agriculture technicians regard this method of eliminating 
foot-and-mouth disease as effective, since there have never been any outbreaks 
of this zoonosis since the prophylactic campaigns with rifles in the United 
States and Mexico. However, in terms of Brazil, they suspect that political 
and even legal pressures will prevent the sharpshooters from effecting a 
prophylactic sweep of the whole country. 


In this connection, they recall that during the outbreak last year of African 
swine fever, measures proceeded to the point of issuing court injunctions 
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against breeders who would not allow the slaughtering of their suckling pigs. 
If this was the case in the swine breeding sector, where production is 
generally more confined, the technicians claim that the work of slaughtering 
cattle contaminated with foot-and-mouth disease will be the more difficult, 
because the animals range the pastureland untended on ranches of up to 
thousands of hectares in area. 


Concern 


The Ministry of Agriculture technicians regard the concern of the United 
States and European countries about foot-and-mouth disease in Brazil to be 
justified. The fact is that since this disease is endemic among our livestock 
herds, any meat shipped from here may unwittingly carry within it the virus 

of this zoonosis, which survives under the harshest cold storage or heat 
conditions in the bone marrow. Fear that the herds in these countries will 
become contaminated is so great that their governments only allow the import 
of Brazilian meat which has been canned and pasteurized under the supervision 
of their representatives. 


In terms of human health, foot-and-mouth discase is not the cause of major 
concern, because the heating of milk and th cookirg of meat eliminates the 
danger that an individual will suffer from lesions in the mouth, which. are 
painful but relatively speedily cured. Among cattle, however, the disease 
is uncontrollable, for it attacks the mouths, hoofs, and teats of the cows, 
such that the animals cease to move about in search of forage. Even when 
they have food, the pain in the mouth prevents them from eating. Even the 
calves die, because the cows with inflamed udders refuse to suckle them. 


The lack of statistics in Brazil hinders an exact calculation of the losses 
caused by foot-and-mouth disease, both in terms of widespread loss of weight 
and the death of sick cattle, but technicians believe that the national 
economy is losing a minimum of three billion cruzeiros every year because of 
the disease, as well as the opportunity to compete on the international meat 
market. 


Vaccination is the method used in Brazil. But the laboratories here have 
only succeeded in developing vaccines providing immunity for a maximum of 
four years, claiming the constant mutation in the types of foot-and-mouth 
disease virus, although the product sold in Europe and the United States 
carry an effective guarantee of a year. 





Even if Brazil had vaccines with more enduring effect, the technicians argue 
that the disease cannot be eradicated because the animals which contract the 
disease and are cured will continue to transmit the virus to the others. They 
become “healthy carriers" and, given that context, the only thing remaining is 
for the Brazilian government to decide whether or not to accept the US offer of 
help in shooting down foot-and-mouth disease. 


5157 
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RHODESIA 
Salisbury THE HERALD in English 5 Jul 79 p 11 


DRIVE TO ELIMINATE FOOT-AND-MOUTH DESCRIBED 
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UNKNOWN DISEASE ATTACKS SHEEP, GOATS 


Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 9 Jun 79 p 26 
(Article: "Strange Disease Decimates Goat Herds in Two Falcon Municipios"/ 


[Text/ Punto Fijo, 8 Jun--The goat and sheep herds in the eastern zone of 
Paraguana are being attacked by a strange disease that is causing much damage 
among the small- and medium-sized breeders. 


The peasants said that their animals are stricken by an obvious blindness. 
Upon losing their sight, the goats begin to dehydrate and practically die 
of inanition for lack of food and tormented by thirs. 


The breeders have declared an emergency in the municipality of Moruy in view 
of the large number of goats that have been killed by the strange disease, 
which is being studied and analyzed by the veterinarians. 


The breeding of goats and sheep; is the main occupation of the Paraguana 
peasants inasmuch as farming is a very difficult job because of the lack of 
good lands and the scarcity of water for irrigation, although there are areas 
suitable for the cultivation of watermelon, muskmelon, papaya and other 
fruits. 


According to the alarmed breeders, the blindness that is decimat the goat 
population of Paraguana has been localized in the municipalities of Muroy and 
Jadacaquiva, where the goats and sheep die by the dozens every day. In 

that regard, the intervention of the sanitary authorites of Falcon state is 
indispensable to counteract the strange disease and to prevent a possible 
threat to human lives. 


8414 
CSO: 5400 
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DANGER OF AFRICAN SWINE FEVER REMAINS 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 5 Jun 79 p 5 
/Article: "Danger of Swine Fever Remains Latent in Venezuela"/ 


[Excerpt/ Maracay, 4 Jun--Dr David Williams Campero, epidemiologist in the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Husbandry of Cuba, delivered a lecture 

at the Institute of Veterinary Research at the invitation of that institution 
and of the Livestock Development Office of the MAC /Ministry of Agriculture 
and Animal Husbandry/, in which he pointed out that our borders are open and 
the so-called swine fever, a disease that can be controlled only by the 
total exterminat.on of the herds afflicted by it, could invade the country 
at any time. 





He said that this situation was reported months ago and the ministries of 

Health and of Agriculture and Animal Husbandry jointly engaged with other 

institutions in a prevention campaign to keep people who enter the country 
from bringing in sausage and other foodstuffs produced from hogs, in which 
the virus of the disease that is currently decimating the herds in Brazil, 
the Dominican Republic and Haiti could be present. 


The Cuban researcher explained that this disease continues to be a real 
threat in any country because it is highly transmissible. The development 
of the means of transportation, he pointed out, has contributed to the pro- 
gress of mankind, but in this case it constitutes the factor that facilitates 
the spread of swine fever. 


Dr Williams Campero, an expert on the subject, is also an adviser to the FAO 
in support of programs for the control, prevention and eradication of this 
disease in countries that have such a need. 


8414 
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SPREAD OF BRUCELLOSIS AT STATE FARM INVESTIGATED 
Hanoi KHOA HOC VA KY THUAT NONG NGHIEP in Vietnamese No 3, Mar 79 p 172 


[article by Nguyen Dang Nhuong: “The Results of an Investigation of the 
Percentage of the Cattle Herd of the Ha Tam State Farm in Gia Lai-Kontum 
Province Infected with Brucellosis" / 


[xcerpt_] The Ha Tam State Farm of Gia Lai-Kontum Province was constructed 
in a valley surrounded by high mountains through which many streams run. 


Before the state farm was established, there was an army unit stationed in 
the valley that raised a small herd of beef cattle, and miscarriages, 
premature births and deformities occurred within this herd as well. When 
the Ha Tam State Farm was established, due to the need to rapidly increase 
its herd, the state farm purchased cattle at many different places, such as 
Phan Rang, Phu Khanh, Thuan Hai, Tay Ninh and so forth and purchased the 
cattle left behind by the army unit. 


The initial material bases of the state farm were meager: the farm's pens, 
which were not in good condition, were constantly damp, became muddy during 
the rainy season and were surrounded by dense undergrowth; in addition, many 
wild animals entered the pens in search of food. After the state farm was 
established, its cattle herd increased to 1,200 head. In 1977, there were 
70 cases of brucellosis in this herd. There were also several cases of 
deformities and death of both cow and calf. The state farm maintained that 
this situation existed because the cattle were being raised in an area where 
the gradient of the land was steep; however, after the herd was moved to a 
relatively flat site, the disease cont _nued and tended to spread: between 
January and July 1978, there were SO cases of brucellosis combined with other 
symptoms, such as swollen knees, blood present in the milk, etc. To determine 
the existence of brucellosis in this area, an investigation was conducted. 


The methods employed by us in this investigation were the Wright Reaction 
and agglutination. Each suspicious serum sample was checked three times 
using the Wright Reaction, with 30 days between the first and second time 
and 45 days between the second and third time. After the Wright Reaction, 
the investigation continued using agglutination. 
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EXOCORTIS ATTACKS ORANGE TREES 


Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 11 Jun 79 p 4 


/Article: "Presence of Exocortis Virus in Venezuela Confirmed"/ 


[Text/ Cagua-~-The presence of the virus that produces the exocortis disease 
has been confirmed in some orange stands in Venezuela, according to agronomist 
Fernando Reyes of FUSAGRI /Agricultural Service Foundation/. 





The agronomist, who has been working on citrus diseases within the activities 
of the Fruit Tree Program that the FUSAGRI is conducting /portion miss 

in the upper valleys of Carabobo and Yaracuy under the sponsorship of the 
National Federation of Citrus Growers and the Citrus Processing Industry 
Association, pointed out that the virus, which was found in some orange plants 
in the mentioned area, has the peculiarity of stunting the growth of the plant 
and producing abnormal thickening, splitting and scaling of the stalk, which 
results in lower yields. 


How is it transmitted? “This virus," the respondent said, “can be easily 
transmitted in mechanical fashion by means of farming tools such as machetes, 
knives and pruning shears, as well as by drafting buds from plants that are 
seemingly healthy or resistant to the disease." 


What are the consequences of the presence of this disease? "At time time,” 
Reyes pointed out, “When Venezuela is trying to find the means of protecting 
citrus farming against viral disease, the presence of exocortis serves to 
justify this struggle because now the researchers and the producers are facing 
a virus that also severely affects the Citrange Carrizo, Citrange Troyer, 
Citrumelo Swingle, Poncirus Trifoliata and Lima Rangput stocks, which have 
been under study as resistant to the "sadness," the viral disease that has 
caused the destruction of millions of citrus trees worldwide." 


Fernando Reyes finally referred to the way exocortis is identified, and said 
that a citrus species (citron) is used as an indicator by inoculating it with 
a graft from the orange plant that is suspected to be infected with the 
disease. The result of the test was positive, and he stated that "this 

fact is an additional proof of the need to obtain stock plants free from the 
virus for thepurpose of providing healthy plants to nurserymen and citrus 
growers in general." 
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NEW VIRAL DISEASE OF RICE CARRIED BY PLANTHOPPERS 





Hanoi KHOA HOC VA KY THUAT NONG NGHIEP in Vietnamese No 3, Mar 79 p 150 


[article by Vu Khac Nhuong and Nguyen Van Man; “Beginning To 
Ragged Stunt Disease of Rice by Means of Electronic Microscope” 


[xcerpt_7 During the 1978 summer-fall season in the southern provinces and 
in addition to the various species of brown planthoppers that caused serious 
harm, a new disease appeared: ragged stunt disease of rice. First noticed 
in the districts of Chau Thanh, Cai Lay, Cho Gao and so forth within Tien 
Giang Province, this disease later appeared in such provinces as Ben Tre, Cuu 
Long, Phu Khanh and Thuan Hai on thousands of hectares of rice. 


The symptoms of the disease are: the stem is short and concave, the leaves 
are short and frequently wavy, the spathes do not grow in length, many 
inner spathes are folded over one another and, as a resuit, the entire rice 
plant is shorter than normal plants and gradually turns yellow. If the 
plant becomes infected with the disease when in boot, the boot becomes 
constricted or bends downward like a rice plant that has been infested with 
worms and will not head. The roots of diseased plants are underdeveloped 
and the majority of them are rotten and black. 


The varieties of rice that are most seriously affected by the disease are 
73-2, 61, IR28, IR29, IR3O and so forth. The varieties that are only slightly 
affected by the disease are of two strains of variety 2307, namely 112-1 and 
731, and the varieties IR38, NNJA and NNSA. Deserving of attention is the 
fact that those varieties of rice that are most seriously affected by the 
disease are also the varieties that are heavily damaged by brown planthoppers 
(Nilaparvata lugens Stal., the family Delphacidae). Conversely, the 
varieties that are only slightly affected by brown planthoppers are also 

the varieties that are only slightly affected or unaffected by the disease. 


According to the results of research conducted by the Basic Investigations 
Department of the Institute of Crop Protection, ragged stunt of rice is a 
virus carried by the brown planthopper, N. lugens Stal. 
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This, a serious disease of rice, has never been reported before in either 
the southern or northern provinces. Determining the cause of the disease 
and delving into research to determine its characteristics in order ‘. take 


preventive measures are of very pressing importance. 
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ZAMBIA 


BRIEFS 


MYSTERY BUG ATTACKS BANANAS--Mount Makulu research station is reported 

to be carrying out tests into a disease now threatening banana plantations 
in Chirundu. Research officers at the station would not be immediately 
contacted yesterday for comment. Chirundu banana farmers said they had 
submitted specimens of leaves removed from affected banana plants to the 
station for examination before embarking on any measures to control the 
disease. The farmers said they feared that unless Mount Makulu advised 
them urgently on precautionary measures, their plantations would be ruined. 
This would result in losses of thousands of Kwacha. According to one 
prominent farmer in the area, Mr Stephen Selyer, the disease has spread 
throughout one of his plantations. Mr Selyer said he had never experienced 
such an outbreak in his 12-year farming career. Another farmer, Mr 
Constantiono Vlahakis, said the disease had attacked part of his planta- 
tion. Mr Vlahakis has also appealed to the Department of Wild Life, 
Fisheries and National Parks to send a hunter to the area to kill rampag- 
ing elephants from Rhodesia which are destroying crops and irrigation 
canals. [Text] [Lusaka SUNDAY TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 24 Jun 79 p 1] 
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